Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor

Lead Member for Housing

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraphs F 6(a) (i) and J (a) (i) of Part 3 of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby 

1. approve the funding of Contour Housing Limited (Contour) to develop and deliver a scheme based on the approach currently being piloted with New Prospect Housing Limited (NPHL) to bring back into use empty properties, acquired for regeneration purposes, in the Housing Market Renewal area as temporary accommodation for families in acute housing need.

2. approve the transfer of a maximum of £175,000 to Contour to fund such a scheme, via an agreement under the provision of Section 22, Housing Act 1996.

The Reasons are 

1. With a dwindling supply of settled and affordable accommodation, an increase in Right to Buys and an extension to priority needs categories for homeless people as part of the Homeless Act 2002; Salford is experiencing an increase in homelessness and the number of homeless households living in temporary accommodation, whilst the availability of appropriate, accessible housing is reducing. 

2. The option being proposed is to make use of vacant properties acquired for regeneration purposes by bringing them back into use as temporary rented accommodation for families in acute housing need. The purchase of the properties has been incorporated into the current programme of the local regeneration teams and, following refurbishment work, the properties will become available for occupation by families in acute housing need with those in unsuitable temporary accommodation, such as bed and breakfast, being a particular priority.

3. The proposed scheme will help to stabilise areas facing transformational change by facilitating the continued occupation of properties acquired for regeneration purposes in an appropriate manner that contributes to the achievement of the City Council ‘s strategic goals and will realise efficiency gains.

Assessment of Risk

Medium

The following risks and mitigation measures have been identified:

1. Unable to find appropriate families from the homeless register. This risk should be negated by the flexibility of the model proposed by Contour, which should offer enough flexibility to meet most homeless families circumstances. However, should this be the case Contour will revisit the definition of those at risk of homeless and with the Council’s approval seek to support a wider definition of individuals/families at risk of homelessness which could include those in clearance areas.

2. Unable to find appropriate properties in suitable locations that can be returned to use without requiring excessive remedial works. This risk will be managed by working between the Housing Advice and Support Service, Contour and the area based regeneration teams.

The source of funding is   the  Housing Market Renewal Programme 2005/06.

Legal Advice obtained  Yes, Tony Hatton.

Financial Advice obtained  Yes, Nigel Dickens

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

Lead Member for Housing Services report 14th July 2005 Proposed activities by Contour Housing Group and Manchester Methodist Housing Group to be funded by Housing Market Renewal Programme 2005/06

Making the Future Happen In Salford our Strategy for Housing 2004-2006

Homelessness Strategy 2003-2006

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-


Contact Officer: John Wooderson

Tel No 0161 922 8723

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for/ Director of  and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	X

	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	X

	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environmental, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee.
	


Key:

Tick boxes at the end of these lines, as appropriate.

Signed: Councillor Peter Connor

Lead Member for Housing

Date: 9th March, 2006

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on 9th March, 2006.
*
This decision will come in force on 17th March, 2006#  unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.

