Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor ,

 Lead Member for Housing ,

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J (a) (i), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve
the appointment of IPB Communications to assist the Manchester Salford HMR Pathfinder in the implementation of its Marketing and Communications strategy, for an interim period until September 2005..

The Reasons are The appointment is only temporary as the Pathfinder is seeking to recruit a dedicated Marketing and Communications officer by October, at which point the requirement for external consultancy support will not be necessary..

Options considered and rejected were take no action.

Assessment of Risk The Pathfinder will be submitting its Scheme Update to ODPM in September.  This document will outline the investment priorities for the period 2006 – 2008 and will be scrutinised by ODPM as part of their assessment regarding the level of funding to be allocated to the Pathfinder.  Officials at ODPM have made it clear that the Pathfinder must raise its profile at a regional and national level, and evidence of progress should be reflected in the Scheme Update document.  It is therefore essential that work gets underway in the short term to begin to implement the recommendations contained within the marketing and communications strategy..

The source of funding is Within the Integrated Secretariat Budget £25,000 has been earmarked for IPB’s support until the end of September 2005.  IPB Communications have outlined a minimum cost of £20,200 for their services over this period.  In total, £168,000 has been approved for publicity and communications within the Integrated Secretariat budget. 

In the interim these costs will be paid from the HMR Secretariat budget, within Housing Services.  However, arrangements will be made for this expenditure to be drawn down from Manchester’s Integrated Secretariat budget.

.

Legal Advice obtained n/a.

Financial Advice obtained yes Nigel Dickens £168,500 earmarked for publicity and communications within the Integrated Secretariat budget for 2005/2006..

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-
§
The Development of a Marketing & Communications Strategy for the Manchester Salford Pathfinder
§
Housing Market Renewal Consultants Brief – Report to the Lead Member for Housing Service on Oct 21st 2004.


Contact Officer: John Rooney  


Tel No 922 8712

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for/ Director of  and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee.
	


Key:

Tick boxes at the end of these lines, as appropriate.

Signed:  Councillor Peter Connor
   Dated:  Wednesday, 8 June, 2005

Lead Member

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on Thursday, 9 June, 2005.
*
This decision will come in force on # Friday, 17 June, 2005 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.

