Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing, 

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F6 (a) (viii), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve
without prejudice,an exception to the City Council’s Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2003 to support an application for an increased equity loan amounting to £64,100, to be met from the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2007/08 

The Reasons are:
The applicant has made every effort to secure additional funding to re-locate to an alternative property without success; and,
The applicant meets all of the criteria defining eligibility for relocation assistance; and,

The increase in the amount of relocation assistance being provided is in the form of a loan, not a grant,  and therefore the money will on forward sale be  recyclable to the Pathfinder project; and,

The local housing market is demonstrably improving and already there is an identified increase in the value of the replacement property (Asten’s Fold) which suggests a minimal risk (if any) of the additional finance being recovered at a future date
Assessment of Risk - Medium
Identifying a suitable and affordable alternative property for the applicant would be difficult and may delay the clearance of the Duchy Road Clearance Area. This would impact on the Council and Salix Homes’ ability to bring forward early redevelopment on the clearance area and the regeneration of the wider area as identified with the Renewal Area Strategy.  

Refusal of the request may attract the Council negative publicity
The source of funding is

Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2007-08

Legal Advice - Obtained
The Council’s Legal perspective is that the resident may be at risk of future claims against equity. This risk should have been identifies to them by their acting solicitor. However, no such risk relates to Salford City Council.

Financial Advice - Obtained
Funding to support the full relocation assistance is available within the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2007-08.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.
Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2003

Reports to the Lead Member for Housing – 

‘Proposed Duchy Road Clearance Area and CPO’, 27th January 2005

‘Duchy Bank Re-Development Proposals’, 27th January 2005

Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006

Contact Officer:
Mike Johnston



No 779 8948
	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Housing Environment & Planning Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Peter Connor
Lead Member for Housing

Date: 11th October, 2007
*
This decision was published on 11th October, 2007.
*
This decision will come in force on 18th October, 2007  unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

