Salford City Council - Record of Decision

Title:  Approval of Amendments to the Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy
I, COUNCILLOR PETER CONNOR, Lead Member for Housing, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Section F 6 (a) Paragraph (viii) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby 

1. Note the report.

2. Approve the proposed amendments to the Salford City Council Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006 and the consequent adoption of the Salford City Council Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2007.
The Reasons are:

1
I am satisfied that the proposed amendments to the 2006 edition of the Policy reflect best practice and be fully legally compliant.  

2. I am also satisfied that the proposed amendments ensure that the new housing organisations which are being established will be covered by the scope of the Policy in order that they may assist in the delivery of the Policy as necessary and appropriate.

Options considered and rejected were:

Not to update the policy.

Assessment of Risk: Low  

The Council currently awards financial assistance to private sector residents and has considerable experience of processing such applications.  The proposed changes to the Policy will ensure that it is fully legally compliant.  The use of Independent Financial Advisors to ensure that applicants take specialist advice on the suitability of any particular form of assistance will mitigate the risk to the applicant and the Council even further.

The source of funding is:

The assistance to be made available under the terms of the Policy will be funded from the Housing Capital Programme

Legal Advice obtained:

Provided by Ian Coupe
Financial Advice obtained:

Provided by Nigel Dickens

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process: 

Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006

Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) (England & Wales) Order 2002

ODPM Circular 05/2003 – Housing Renewal

Contact Officer: John Wooderson


Tel No 0161 922 8723

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for Planning, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member for a decision
	

	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning  Scrutiny Committee
	


Signed: Councillor Peter Connor


Lead Member for Housing

Dated: 15th March, 2007
*
This decision was published on 15th March, 2007.
*
This decision will come in force on 23rd March, 2007 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

