Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Peter Connor ,

Lead Member for Housing,

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F 6 (a) (iv) (1|) & (2), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve
That the Council disposes of the miscellaneous terraced properties it owns and manages via New Prospect Housing Limited in ‘Salford West’ as they become vacant. Disposal should preferably be to a Registered Housing Association where it is financially viable for the properties to be improved and relet for social housing purposes, but otherwise they be sold by auction. 

b) That the Council disposes of Nos. 2, 62, 66 and 78 Boardman Street and 10 Lime Street, Eccles to St. Vincent’s Housing Association on terms to be agreed by the Head of Housing Services and subject to all other necessary approvals and consents being obtained.  

c) That the Council supports bids made by St. Vincent’s Housing Association for grant assistance from ‘slippage’ in the Housing Corporation’s remaining 2003/04 Programme in order for the Association to purchase and refurbish the above five terraced properties in Eccles for social rented housing purposes.   

d) That the Council would support a proposal by St. Vincent’s Housing Association to convert No. 2 Boardman Street to two fully self-contained flats.  


The Reasons are that the council owns and manages via New Prospect Housing Limited a number of miscellaneous terraced properties in the Eccles area. A number of these have recently become, or are about to become, vacant. Often these properties will need significant repair and/or improvement work prior to being relet, and ongoing maintenance costs can be high for properties of this age.  .

Options considered and rejected were Take no action.

Assessment of Risk There is no element of financial risk to the Council associated with this project. Disposing of the properties to a RSL will provide housing standards of I higher quality and safety, and a sale by auction would remove the Council’s ownership and legal obligations on the properties involved.  .

The source of funding is In addition to a potential capital receipt to the Council there is a possibility of grant funding from the Housing Corporation for properties currently vacant if a bid is successful. For future vacant properties the Council would need to offer these at a discounted rate to RSLs if it wished to retain them at affordable social housing rent levels. This would need to be acknowledged in the annual capital programme calculations..

Legal Advice obtained yes.

Financial Advice obtained yes.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-
Housing Needs Survey 2003
Housing Strategy Statement
HRA Business Plan

Contact Officer: Malcolm Barton 


Tel No 925 1311

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for/ Director of  and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environmental Scrutiny Committee.
	


Key:

Tick boxes at the end of these lines, as appropriate.

Signed:  Councilor Peter Connor
Dated:  Thursday, 18 December, 2003

Lead Member

 FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on Friday, 19 December, 2003.
*
This decision will come in force on # Tuesday, 6 January, 2004 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.

