Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Connor, Lead Member for Housing, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F6(A)i, of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby  Approve the PREFERRED OPTION FOR THE ISLINGTON ESTATE as set –out below :
· Retain part or all of Cornwall House, given that it is relatively popular and stable.
· Create a coherent development block at Firefly Close, including the demolition of Edinburgh House and its replacement with new development.

· Retain the 8 bungalows on Rodney Street 

· Consider demolition of houses on Rodney Street to reprovide homes aligned with Islington Park.

· Further reduction in the number of apartments.
The Reasons are:
The preferred option:
1. has been developed to incorporate stakeholder views (residents, Salford City Council, Salix Homes, Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company and other stakeholders) 

2. has been subjected to a financial assessment
3. will meet the long term objectives of the estate and its communities, to ensure that the estate remains popular and complements the redevelopment of Chapel Street into the future.
Assessment of Risk 
MEDIUM

The current housing market means that developer interest in the site may be difficult to attract at present. This will be managed through the anticipated timescales for the implementation of the preferred option. At the point when all funding is secured and contract arrangements finalised to deliver the preferred option, it is expected that the market will have started to make a recovery and there will be demand for private sector development. 

The source of funding: 
The Islington estate has been included in an initial PFI round 6 Bid for Islington and Greengate. If the PFI bid is not successful there will be a commitment to find alternative ways of funding the regeneration of the estate.

Salix Homes has identified approximately £7 million to carry out decent homes improvements to homes on the estate, subject to the organisation achieving a 2 star rating or better with the Audit Commission in early 2010.
Legal Advice obtained  Yes, 
Ian Sheard, Assistant Director of Legal Services.  

Financial Advice obtained  Yes/No 
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process. :-
Islington Estate Neighbourhood Planning Options Consultation Report – GVA Grimley March 2009 

Islington Estate Neighbourhood Planning Final Report – GVA Grimley April 2009 
Contact Officer: 

Sarah Clayton, Head of Strategy and Enabling, Sustainable Regeneration. Tel No: 793 2366
Deborah MacDonald, Better Neighbourhoods Manager, Salix Homes. Tel No: 779 8964

PTO

	*
This matter  has been has been referred to Lead Member  for Planning for information.
	√ FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the
            Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Connor
Date 19th May , 2009 
*
This decision was published on  20th May , 2009.
*
This decision will come in force on 29th May , 2009,   unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

