Salford City Council - Record of Decision

Relocation Assistance Policy, Nelson Street Clearance Area, Weaste, Salford.

I Councillor Peter Connor, Lead Member for Housing Services, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph F6 (a) (viii), of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby approve: -

1. Making an exception to the Relocation Assistance Policy to enable the applicants to acquire an alternative property 10 metres outside the Central Salford Housing Market Renewal boundary;

2. An increase in the local limit for relocation assistance in the Eccles New Road Corridor Clearance Area for this individual case. 

The Reasons are: 

· The close proximity of the alternative property, at Ryecroft Avenue, to the Pathfinder boundary, which does not follow traditional neighbourhood boundaries.

· The alternative property is suitable in terms of size, location and affordability for the residents living in the clearance area.

· The residents wish to remain living in the same neighbourhood and allowing the exception to the policy would enable them to remain part of the community and close to their family connections and employment.

· The limited availability of alternative suitable properties within the Weaste area. 

· The local limit has not been reviewed since 2005 and between Quarter 1 of 2005 and Quarter 4 of 2006 average terraced property values have increased by £22,000 in the Weaste area and semi detached properties by £23,000.

Options considered and rejected were:
The following options were reviewed. However it was not considered in the circumstances to offer an equitable way forward for either the applicants or the Council.

i. Refuse the application and ask the residents to identify a suitable alternative property within the Central Salford HMR Pathfinder boundary and within existing local limits. 

ii. Refuse the application and continue with legal proceedings to obtain a sheriffs warrant for eviction.

Assessment of Risk:  

Medium

i. Funding for the relocation of the applicants has already been allocated within the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme budget 2007 – 08.

ii. Relocation of the applicants will facilitate early land assembly. The family are the last remaining residents in the street and are considered to be isolated and vulnerable. The family have been experiencing anti-social behaviour, fly tipping and vehicle related crime. If they are unable to relocate there are concerns that this will continue. Demolition has already commenced on the adjacent vacated properties.

iii. The family have experienced difficulty locating a suitable replacement property within the Weaste area. If their application is refused it may prove difficult to identify a suitable alternative property. In the meantime the family would need to remain in their existing home in increasingly vulnerable circumstances. 

iv. If we are unable to proceed with the application it is likely that a warrant of eviction for this household may be needed to complete land assembly; we would like to avoid this action. 

The source of funding is: 
Private Sector Housing Capital Programme 2007-08
Legal Advice obtained: 

Yes
Norman Perry. Tel 0161 793 2325
emailto:norman.perry@salford.gov.uk

Financial Advice obtained 
Yes
Nigel Dickens. Tel 0161 793 2585  

email nigel.dickens@salford.gov.uk

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:

Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006

Report to the Lead Member for Housing, 1 – 35 and 2 – 30 Nelson Street 9th June 2005.

Salford City Council (Nelson Street (Clearance Area)) Compulsory Purchase Order 2005.

Contact Officer: 

Chris O’Doherty
Housing Market Renewal Officer

Tel No: 0161 779 8953
chris.o’doherty@salixhomes.org

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee. 
	


Signed: Councillor Peter Connor
Lead Member
Dated: 30th August, 2007
FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

· This decision was published on 30th August, 2007
· This decision will come in force on 7th September, 2007 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

