Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J (a) (5), of the, of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby:- 
· Endorse the key findings of the draft Salford Tree Audit report
· Approve the preparation of an Action Plan to be the subject of a bid for corporate funding as an Invest to Save Project. 

· Approve the Priority Action to develop phase 1 of the Street Tree Register at a cost of £3000.

The Reasons are: Trees are a very important environmental asset, but also a potential liability if not managed effectively. In that respect Salford does not have a reliable database with respect to trees on its own land. It is the only authority within Greater Manchester not to have a Register of Street Trees and one of only 2 Greater Manchester Districts not to undertake cyclical tree inspections, 

Assessment of Risk: High – Salford does not have a register of trees and does not have a system of cyclical tree inspections. This could leave the authority at risk of prosecution if serious injuries or fatalities were to occur as a result of an incident involving a tree that had not been inspected.

The source of funding is Planning budget D4601 (for phase 1 of the Street Tree Register only)
Legal Advice obtained Yes Norman Perry
Financial Advice obtained Yes Stephen Bayley 
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:
1. Draft Salford Tree Audit: An Audit of Tree Data and Tree Cover in the City, August 2010, Red Rose Forest.
2. Community Impact Assessment (stage 1) for Salford Tree Audit, October 2010.

3. Report of the Head of Liveability to the Lead Member for Environment, 23rd November 2009. Arboriculture Service – Update Report November 2009.  
Contact Officer:
Steve Davey
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This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
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	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the
            Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Derek Antrobus
Lead Member for Planning
Date: 2nd November, 2010
*
This decision was published on Tuesday, 2nd November, 2010.
*
This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 10th November, 2010 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

