Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph J(a)(1) , of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby:

1. Approve the principle of relocation of the cargo cranes to the Quays Gateway Roundabout at the junction of the M602 motorway, Trafford Road, Regent Road and Albion Way, subject to an assessment of their condition indicating that such relocation is viable; 

2. Authorise officers to submit a planning application for the relocation of the cranes; and

3. Authorise officers to procure contractors for the refurbishment and relocation operations. 
The Reasons are to repair and refurbish the cranes and relocate them to a site that will enable long-term maintenance to be carried out at reduced costs, helping to protect the long-term future of the cranes. 

Assessment of Risk: High

The condition of the cranes requires that repair work is undertaken in the near future to ensure that the cranes do not pose any hazard to the public. In addition, it is important that a decision be made regarding their future location in order that the necessary funding can be made available for future maintenance. A failure to repair and maintain the cranes will inevitably lead to further deterioration and eventually there would be no other cost effective solution but to remove them from site permanently when they become unsafe.

There are a number of further risks associated with these proposals, each with different levels of risk associated with them. These are highlighted below.

Should the Highways Agency choose to use their powers of direction to refuse the planning application, the council would need to challenge such a decision at appeal. This would lead to delays which could mean that the works could not be undertaken within this financial year. Officers consider this to be a medium risk and will seek to address any concerns that the Highways Agency may have with the proposals through discussion prior to the application being submitted. 

Should the need to challenge refusal of planning permission at appeal arise, there is a chance that the council could lose the appeal. This would require officers to identify an alternative site, which, in light of previous difficulties in identifying suitable sites, may mean that the option to scrap the cranes must be revisited. Officers consider this to be a medium risk. 

In terms of the repair operations, contractors may consider that the condition of the cranes is so poor that they cannot be re-assembled. Officers consider that this is a low risk and would report back to Lead Member should this situation arise. However, a more likely scenario is that unexpected issues regarding their condition will lead to significant increases in the costs to undertake the repairs. Officers consider this to be a medium risk and as previously stated, will report back to lead Member outlining the additional costs and recommended way forward should this situation arise.

Source of funding:

An unspent allocation of £195,000 remains available from the 2009/10 Capital Programme, together with an unspent allocation of £452,000 in the 2010/11 Capital Programme.  £75,000 has previously been provided from the NWDA for the construction of two foundations on the roundabout. The total resource therefore available for refurbishment and relocation of the cranes is therefore £647,000 including design and supervision fees of £25,000.


Legal Advice obtained from Nicky Smith

Financial Advice obtained from Peter Butterworth 


The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-
N/A
Contact Officer: Daniel Welsh




Tel No: 793 2630 

	
	

	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
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	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the
Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Derek Antrobus
Lead Member for Planning

Date:  Tuesday, 7th September, 2010
*
This decision was published on Tuesday, 7th September, 2010.
*
This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 15th September, 2010 unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

