Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I  Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph H8a(ix) of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby agree that the Pendleton Area Action Plan be progressed as a non-statutory planning guidance document, rather than as a statutory Development Plan Document forming part of the city council’s Local Development Framework.
Reasons:

The Reasons are that the preparation of a non-statutory planning guidance document will enable planning policies for the Pendleton area to come forward more quickly and for the form and content of the policy document to be amended more easily to take account of changing local circumstances, thereby more fully supporting the Private Finance Initiative (PFI) bid for the Pendleton estate.

Options considered and rejected were to continue with the Area Action Plan as a statutory Development Plan Document.

Assessment of Risk: 
Failure to produce an appropriate planning policy framework for the area could undermine investment in the area through the PFI process. Failure to adequately take account of the results of the Preferred Options public consultation could undermine the soundness of the Area Action Plan, if it were to be progressed as a DPD, and could lead to a general lack of support for the Plan and for the approach towards regeneration that it advocates, amongst local residents and other interested parties.
Funding:

The source of funding is the LDF and Pendleton PFI budgets.

Legal Advice obtained (Richard Lester):
A statutory Development Plan Document would carry more weight in the determination of planning applications than a Planning Guidance document, as a Planning Guidance Document would not form part of Salford’s Development Plan or Local Development Scheme and it would not be subject to public examination. 

GONW has indicated that, should the city council decide not to progress the Area Action Plan as a DPD, it would be advisable to suspend work on it as a DPD prior to the preparation of the Submission DPD, and amend the Local Development Scheme accordingly. If the DPD were to be submitted, then the Area Action Plan would effectively be “locked in” to the examination process and the city council would no longer have full control of the document.

Financial Advice obtained (Nigel Dickens):

Producing Planning Guidance rather than an Area Action Plan would significantly reduce costs. In particular, there would be no need to hold a Public Examination of the Area Action Plan and therefore costs associated with the appointment of an Inspector and a Programme Officer, and potentially the need to employ a barrister, would be avoided.

Failure to deliver the Area Action Plan in accordance with the milestones identified in the Local Development Scheme could potentially impact negatively on future Housing and Planning Delivery Grant settlements. However, it is impossible to accurately gauge the level of any such impact at this moment in time.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:
1. Pendleton Area Action Plan Preferred Options Report, June 2007 

2. Letters to local residents and consultees

3. Original and completed/returned copies of the Pendleton Area Action Plan Preferred Options Questionnaire 

4. Written responses (letter and petitions) received to the Pendleton Area Action Plan Preferred Options


Contact Officer: Matt Doherty 


Tel No: 793 2304 
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director

The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee.
Signed: __Councillor Antrobus___________________
Dated:  12/11/07_______________________

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on 12/11/07.
*
This decision will come in force on 20/11/07  unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

