Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning & Town Twinning, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraphs H (a) (3) and J(a) (i)  of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby:- 

1. Approve the implementation of a building front improvements scheme in Walkden town centre.

2. Approve the making of grants, not exceeding £11,200 per shopfront, up to a total of £100,000, for the purpose of improving the fronts of properties in the target area as defined in the report now submitted, subject to the approval of the Strategic Director of Sustainable Regeneration or his nominee after the receipt of an application from the owner in respect of a scheme designed by Urban Vision.

3. Approve the appointment of Urban Vision as architects and contract managers, up to a maximum fee of 10% of the contract value.

4. Approve a fee of up to 5% of the contract value, payable at the City Council’s discretion for abortive works.

The Reasons are: 

To enable officers to progress implementation of a Building Front improvement scheme in Walkden Town Centre which has been consulted on and prioritised in collaboration with members of Little Hulton & Walkden Neighbourhood Partnership Board. The Building Front Improvement works will complement streetscene improvements works in Walkden town centre, along with other improvements such as the redevelopment of the Ellesmere Shopping Centre.

Assessment of Risk: 

Medium – the building front improvement scheme will require the commitment of officer time and a budget of up to £110,000 to implement. The funding has been identified through the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework, which was approved by the city council in March 2011.

Officers propose to split the contract into two separate stages to ensure the best interests of the city council are served, with impartiality between stage 1 consultants and stage 2 contractors. Urban Vision, who will undertake stage 1 of the contract, will be retained for the duration of the scheme to ensure quality control of the stage 2 implementation. This should mitigate the risk of third party claims.

The risk of third party claims is therefore considered acceptable compared with the benefits of the Building Front Improvement Scheme as a whole
Up to £110,000 through the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework budget for 2010/11, which was approved by the City Council in March 2011.

Legal Advice obtained:   Yes – Richard Lester, Solicitor 

Financial Advice obtained: Yes – Stephen Bayley, Group Accountant - Planning

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

(if the documents disclose exempt or confidential information, they should not be listed, but the following wording shall be inserted : "(The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection)":-

· LM Report: Walkden town centre - Building Front Improvements scheme – presented 17th May 2011


Contact Officer: Paul Gill, Project Manager 

Tel No: 793 2207
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This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
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	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the

            Sustainable Regeneration Scrutiny Committee.
	


Signed: Councillor Derek Antrobus
Lead Member for Planning
Date: 17th May, 2011
This decision was published on Tuesday, 17th May, 2011                                               

This decision will come in force on Wednesday, 25th May, 2011                                       unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules
