SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION

I, Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Customer and Support Services, confirm that, in exercise of the powers conferred on me in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, I have, agreed in accordance with Part 4, Section 7.2.1, to authorise an exception to SCC Contractual Standing Orders due to the urgent need to make consultancy appointments in order to maintain momentum on key tasks to develop the URC’s Vision and Regeneration Framework and Business Plan and to ensure continuity of input to and effective project management of the development of proposals for re-location to Salford of the BBC.  The Lead Member Chief Executive’s has approved expenditure on behalf of the URC of £47,600 to employ an interim Chief Executive,  £37,500 for BBC Phase 1 work and £40,000 should either Salford site reach Phase 2.

The reasons are SCC assists the URC in the exercise of its powers and obligations during its setup phase.  The URC has had to respond urgently to the return to English Partnerships of the seconded Acting Chief Executive and the shortlisting of two sites in Salford – Greengate and Quays Point – by the BBC for its relocation north.  SCC’s Cabinet supported wholeheartedly the necessity to respond to the  BBC’s shortlisting of two Salford sites.  It was not possible to abide by Standing Orders due to the urgency of the required responses.

Options considered and rejected were not to take these actions.  This was ruled out as the actions relate to key SCC and URC priorities.  The further option of tendering was also unable to be undertaken due to the absolute urgency of putting capacity in place.

Assessment of Risk:  The risk of not responding in a timely fashion to key initiatives will be minimised by the actions proposed in the report.

The source of funding is:  All amounts are fully funded via the URC’s 2005/06 Revenue Budget.



Legal advice obtained:  Alan Eastwood

Financial advice obtained:  Wendy Gregory

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:

Central Salford Vision and Regeneration Framework

Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy

Contact Officer: Cath Inchbold
Tel. No: 793 3796

*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the 


Council’s Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.

*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with Paragraph 5


of the Decision Making Procedure Rules.

Signed ……………B. Hinds………………………………..
Dated:  28th November, 2005

This decision came into force on 29th November, 2005.
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